
 

  

 

ENG524 
Final-Term (Solved) 

ABSTRACT 
This comprehensive collection of notes is accurately crafted to empower students 
to excel academically, ensuring they achieve a minimum of 80% marks in 
their examinations. The content is organized with clarity and precision, 
focusing on key concepts, critical analyses, and practical applications tailored to 
the syllabus. These notes serve as a reliable resource for both thorough 
preparation and last-minute revision. Designed to inspire confidence and 
mastery, this guide is an essential tool for students striving for academic 
excellence. 

Maha Malik 
CRITICAL DISCOURSE ANALYSIS 

 



ENG524_CRITICAL DISCOURSE ANALYSIS 

Final-Term (Solved) 
 

Maha Malik’s Compilation 
 

(03 Marks Questions) 

Q. Define Context 

Context refers to the circumstances surrounding a discourse, including the linguistic, situational, 

social, and cultural background that influences meaning and interpretation. 

Q. Definition of ideology by Althusser 

Althusser defined ideology as “representing the imaginary relationship of individuals to their real 

conditions of existence” which “has a material existence”. 

Q. Define Conventional Implicature and Particularized Implicature 

 Conventional Implicature: These do not require specific context and are derived from 

the conventional meaning of words. Examples include ‘but’ (contrast), ‘even’ 

(unexpectedness), and ‘yet’ (future change). 

 Particularized Implicature: These depend on the context of the conversation. The 

meaning is inferred based on situational factors and relevance. 

Q. Objectives of English-Urdu Newspapers 

 To explore the significance of headlines in discourse and society. 

 To investigate how headlines represent the same event differently. 

 To analyze how headlines influence ideological construction. 

 To identify linguistic similarities and differences among various newspapers. 

Q. Three Important Areas of Media CDA Under Research 

 Structural conventions of media texts and language 

 Representation and normalization of ideologies in media 

 Sociological implications of media discourses, including capitalism, neoliberalism, and 

racism. 

Q. How Ethnographic Discourse Analysis Contributes to CDA 

Ethnographic discourse analysis provides a contextualized understanding of discourse by 

analyzing how language is used in specific social and cultural contexts. It helps in revealing 

power dynamics and ideological structures in discourse. 

Q. The Discursive Study of Imran Khan’s Speech 

A critical discourse analysis of Imran Khan’s 2013 election speech showed that: 

 He used ideologically loaded discourse. 
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 His language strategically framed political objectives. 

 His speech contained repetition, positive self-representation, and negative other-

representation. 

Q. Foucault’s Theory of Power (in 4-5 lines) 

Foucault’s theory of power suggests that power is not only centralized but also widely dispersed 

across social institutions and practices. It operates through discourse and knowledge, shaping 

individuals' behavior. Power is both restrictive and productive, influencing norms and self-

regulation. Resistance and counter-resistance are inherent in power relations. 

Q. Cook’s View on Advertising and CDA 

Cook views advertising as a persuasive discourse that shapes consumer behavior and ideologies. 

CDA examines how advertisements use linguistic and visual strategies to create implicit 

meanings and influence public perceptions. 

Q. Three Characteristics of Corpus Analysis 

 It involves analyzing large text corpora. 

 It uses computational tools to examine linguistic patterns. 

 It helps in identifying discourse trends over time. 

Q. Four Analytical Types of Media Studies in CDA 

 Structural analysis of media language 

 Representation of social identities 

 Ideological functions of media discourse 

 Sociological implications of media messages 

Q. Key Topics in Television and Discourse Studies 

 Representation of gender, race, and class 

 Ideological construction in news and entertainment 

 Media framing and audience interpretation 

Q. Positioning and Subjectivity in Media Studies and CDA 

Positioning refers to how individuals are placed within discourse, influencing their identity and 

perspectives. Subjectivity is the way media constructs individual identities through discourse, 

shaping public perceptions and ideological stances 

Q. Border Politics in Discourse Studies 
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Border politics in discourse studies examine how language constructs national, cultural, and 

ideological boundaries. It includes issues like migration, identity, and power relations between 

nations. 

Q. Three Grice’s Maxims 

 Maxim of Quantity: Provide the right amount of information. 

 Maxim of Quality: Be truthful. 

 Maxim of Relation: Be relevant 

Q. What is terrorism 

Terrorism refers to the use of violence and intimidation, especially against civilians, in the pursuit 

of political aims. It is characterized by its deliberate targeting of non-combatants and its intent to 

create fear and coerce governments or societies to achieve specific ideological goals. 

Terrorism was conceptualised as “savage acts of violence” which strive to “stop the advance of 

freedom” (Bush, 28/6/05). As such terrorism came to represent the metaphorical divide between 

the “return of tyranny and the death of democracy” (Bush, 24/5/04). 

Q. Class talk by different linguists 

Class talk refers to the way language is used in classroom settings, often analyzed by different 

linguists to understand how teachers and students interact, how knowledge is constructed, and how 

power dynamics play out in educational environments. 

Turgeon, Taylor and Niehaus (2014) provide a good example of how public policy talk can 

construct class and class relations, as they critically analyse how welfare-to-work programme 

managers in the United States talk about welfare recipients, using what they call ‘classtalk’. The 

‘classtalk’, may invoke a ‘culture of poverty’ ideology and ignores structural conditions and causes 

of poverty” (Turgeon et al. 2014) 

Q. Three strands which are similar when the project is media CDA 

When the project is media CDA, the three strands that are often similar include: 

 Analysis of representation: How different groups, events, and issues are portrayed in the 

media. 

 Analysis of media production: How media content is created, including the role of 

journalists, editors, and media organizations. 

 Analysis of audience reception: How media messages are interpreted and understood by 

different audiences. 

Q. Framework for Analysis of Media Discourse 
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 Textual analysis: Layout and structural organization Objects and Actors Language, 

grammar and rhetoric Discursive strategies Ideological standpoints  

 Contextual analysis: Comparative-synchronic analysis Historical-diachronic analysis 

Q. DHA is three-dimensional 

 Specific contents or topics of a specific discourse are identified;  

 discursive strategies are investigated;  

 linguistic means are examined as types, and the specific, context-dependent linguistic 

realizations are examined as tokens. 

Q. discursive construction of national identities comprised three dimensions 

 content,  

 strategies and  

 realisations 

Q. Write two strengths of textbook discourse analysis 

Two strengths of critical discourse analyses of textbooks are: first, their insistence on a research 

aesthetic of ‘smallness’ and ‘slowness’ (cf. Silverman 1999). Semantic, argumentation and 

lexicogrammatical patterns construct knowledges and address readers as particular student-

subjects. Second, they draw on textbook discourse to trouble core conceptual issues such as the 

politics of visibility, the role of individual human agency in combating environmental destruction, 

or the apparent closure of (dominant) discourse. 

Q. How is the relation between action and structure perceived? 

In CDA and CDS, the relation between action and structure is often seen as dialectical. Structures 

are not merely encompassing individuals and pushing them in certain directions; rather, individuals 

both shape and are shaped by these structures. Structures provide the context and constraints within 

which actions occur, but individuals have the agency to act and potentially transform these 

structures through their practices and interactions. 

Q. What is the relation between the discursive and extra-discursive? 

The discursive refers to language and communication practices, while the extra-discursive 

encompasses social, economic, political, and cultural structures and practices outside of language. 

In CDA, the discursive and extra-discursive are interrelated; discourse shapes and is shaped by 

social reality. Discourse constructs social identities, relationships, and systems of knowledge, 

while extra-discursive factors influence and constrain discourse practices. 

Q. Write objective of female critical discourse analysis 

The objective of FCDA is to examine how gender inequalities and power imbalances are 

constructed and perpetuated through language. It aims to uncover and challenge sexist and 
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patriarchal discourses, promote gender equity, and empower women by analyzing how language 

shapes and reflects gender relations in various contexts, including media, politics, education, and 

everyday interactions. 

Q. ‘Marx as Critical Discourse Analyst’, Fairclough and Graham (2002) argue that:  

 Language has become ever more central in late capitalism.  

 Also argue that Marx was well aware of the link between language and other dimensions 

of the social – that is, the dialectics between the discursive and the material dimension of 

social life. 

Q. What is Perpetrator mitigation? 

Perpetrator mitigation involves strategies and discourse used to downplay or justify the actions of 

those who commit offenses or harmful acts. It seeks to lessen the perceived severity of the 

perpetrator's actions. 

Perpetrator mitigation Even when the perpetrators’ culpability is acknowledged, it gets mitigated 

in a number of ways, which is consistent with Clark’s (1992) and Ehrlich’s (2001) findings. E.g., 

the horrific crimes of rape and murder, in this case, get reframed as a “tragedy”, an “error” or an 

“accident”. 

Q. What is reality TV? 

Reality TV is a genre of television programming that documents unscripted real-life situations and 

often features unknown individuals rather than professional actors. Examples include shows like 

"Survivor" and "Big Brother." Reality TV is ‘the most exorbitantly “noticed” form of 

programming in television history’ (Turner, 2010). It has faced massive criticism from media 

commentators who associate reality TV with humiliation and bullying and who see it as morally 

degrading. Reality TV has been discussed as low-culture, a form of cheap, trivial and empty 

entertainment. 

Q. Television and discourse 

Television discourse involves the study of how television programs construct meaning through 

language, visuals, and narrative. It includes analyzing genres, scripts, audience reception, and the 

socio-cultural impact of television content. 

Q. Positive Discourse Analysis 

Positive Discourse Analysis (PDA) focuses on the constructive and empowering uses of language. 

Instead of critiquing negative discourses, PDA examines how language is used to build solidarity, 

foster social justice, and create positive social change. (this much answer would also be enough) 

Martin (2004) referred to this approach as positive discourse analysis which can provide a focus 

on how people get together and make room for themselves in the world in ways that redistribute 
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power without necessarily struggling against it. The term positive discourse analysis (PDA) was 

used to signal a shift in analytic focus to the study of constructive forces. Bartlett (2012) wrote that 

PDA might be viewed as a critical approach to discourse analysis that focuses on solutions rather 

than problems. 

Q. Three Forms of Critique (Only mentioning the name would also be enough) 

 the text or discourse immanent critique 

Text or discourse immanent critique is primarily knowledge-related. It assesses conflicts, 

contradictions and inconsistencies in the text. e.g. with respect to cohesion, presuppositions, 

argumentation and turn-taking structures. This form of critique relies on rhetorical, textlinguistic, 

pragmatic, politico-linguistic and argumentation theoretical norms. 

 the socio-diagnostic critique  

Socio-diagnostic critique is both epistemic and deontic. It aims at exposing manipulation in and 

by discourse, at revealing ethically problematic aspects of discursive practices. It focusses on 

discrepancies between discursive and other social practices and functions as a form of social 

control. It relies on social, historical and political background knowledge. 

 the prospective critique 

Prospective critique is strongly application-oriented. It is practical, aimed at reducing 

dysfunctional communication and language barriers, at improving communication within public 

institutions by elaborating proposals and guidelines on the basis of careful fieldwork. 

Q. Three Components of Stance 

 Stance-taker  

 Stance-object (i.e. topic under discussion)  

 Resources (e.g. evaluative lexis, modal verbs, punctuation, typography, different 

languages)  

 Addressee/s (Barton & Lee, 2013)  

 Stance-takers. 

Q. Name the kind of stance?  

 Epistemic stance  

 Alignment stance 

Q. Race and ethnicity 

Race refers to a person's physical characteristics, such as bone structure and skin, hair, or eye 

color. Ethnicity, however, refers to cultural factors, including nationality, regional culture, 

ancestry, and language. An example of race is brown, white, or black skin (all from various parts 
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of the world). An example of ethnicity is German or Spanish ancestry (regardless of race) or Han 

Chinese. 

Q. Overt and convert racism 

 A common feature of both elite and everyday racism seems to be the increasingly covert ways 

in which it is reproduced.  

 direct attention from skin color as a relevant marker of difference  

 racism tends to be associated with individual prejudice, ignorance, and backwardness that 

result in direct manifestations of stereotypical beliefs about certain groups.  

 indirect racism still draws on interest-serving legitimizations of what is normal, natural or 

better in a particular context. 

Q. Justification of war 

 “triumph of democracy and tolerance in Iraq, in Afghanistan. . . would be a grave setback for 

international  

 terrorism” transforming terrorism into “a totalitarian empire that denies all political and 

religious freedom”  

 Over time the conceptualisation of terrorism evolved from its more specific, domestic-centric 

understanding as evil, to a more international yet specialised definition of terrorism. 

Q. Blanks based on violence against women (circumstances, wives, fiends, victim, 

patriarchal) 

 ‘genuine’ victims were sexually ‘unavailable’ women like wives , mothers and girls...  

 ‘ Fiends ’ were men who were involved in stranger attacks of ‘respectable’ women 

 Clark observed that every permutation of blame entailed a patriarchal advantage accorded to 

British men.  

OR 

 Clark noted, reflected a patriarchal viewpoint whereby women were categorized in terms of 

possible sexual encounters with men. 

 Husbands who attacked their wives were humanized and depicted sympathetically as victims 

of circumstances. 

Q. True/false concept on political discourse 

 Political discourse can signal political distinctions through language change (True) 

 The use of pronouns in political discourse cannot express distance or solidarity (False) 

Q. Blanks based on FCDA (fluid, gender, geopolitics) 

 The principle of FCDA is the ideological character of gender. 

 Contemporary theories that shown that gended-in-context is fluid and plural. 
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 Gender exits in a matrix of other socially stratified including sexuality, race/ ethnicity, 

class, profession, age, culture and geopolitics. 

Q. Fill in the Blanks (Gaze , maintained , affiliation) 

 Alignment is achieved when interactants are cooperative in creating an interaction and must 

be continually maintained in a conservative  

 Strivers (2008) distinguishes between alignment and affiliation where the letter involves 

displaying support for and endorsing the teller's Stance towards described events  

 Charle's Goodwin's analyses of agliment often focuses on both the talk of participant's physical 

aspects of interaction, such as Gaze 

Q. True/ false 

 Social media allows communications that is both interpersonal and mass communication, 

either simultaneously or separately (True) 

 Web 2.0 is defined as the second stage of the internet characterized by static web pages and no 

user- genarated content (False) 

 The traditional unidirectional, one-to-many interface of mass media is replaced with a many - 

to- many dynamic of discursive practice in social media (True) 

Q. Blanks  concept of CDA and media studies (leads, sociological, discourses) 

 A third strand in media discourse analysis focuses on the sociological implications of media 

discourses  

 Researchers in the first strand explicit the ideological functions of text types such as headlines 

and leads. 

 The second strand foregrounds questions about which discourse are privileged in media. 

Q. True/false concept of class division & CDA: 

 The class talk often focuses on surface-level approaches of poverty (True) 

 A class-central CDA would focus on material inequalities in society (True) 

 Discourse Analysis can help understand the policies behind welfare reform and policy changes 

(True) 

Q. The stance triangle/ Key components 

the concepts of  

 evaluation,  

 positioning, and  

 alignment 

Q. Mariana achugar views on memory and history two contructs of histrograpy (3 marks) 
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Mariana Achugar argues that memory and history are discursive constructs, not neutral records of 

the past. Memory is subjective, selective, and shaped by social groups, emotions, and power 

relations, while history claims objectivity but is also constructed through institutionalized 

narratives. She emphasizes that both are shaped by ideology and language, and therefore must be 

critically examined through discourse analysis. 

(05 Marks Questions) 

Q. CDA begins from the perception of a problem in society 

Chouliaraki and Fairclough (1999) argue that CDA begins from the perception of a problem in 

society. Many social problems, such as a war or public resistance to genetically modified 

organisms, have temporal markers and identifying them is the first step to start collecting 

media(ted) texts on such issues. The constitution of a corpus of news texts depends on a variety of 

factors and on research goals. Once this is done, starting with an open-ended reading of texts 

without very specific questions or hypotheses constraining the analysis. Critical thinking is crucial 

at this phase. A ‘‘spirit of scepticism’’ should be adopted, leading to the ‘‘suspension of belief in 

the taken for granted’’ and ‘‘render[ing] the familiar strange’’. 

Q. Discourse structuration AND Discourse institutionalization 

Discourse structuration refers to the process of domination of the terms of the debate. This may 

be intended but does not only depend on an actor’s construction of an issue and its realization 

involves more than one text. E.g. the discourse of the American administration clearly had an effect 

of structuration of the discourse of many media outlets after 9/11.  

Discourse institutionalization is the transformation of institutional structures and/or practices in 

a way that embodies a certain discourse. Although the process of discourse institutionalization 

may result from, and originate in certain texts, it usually also has an extratextual dimension 

Q. Social media CDA 

Social media CDA involves analyzing the content and interactions on social media platforms to 

understand how discourse is shaped and how it influences social and political opinions. It includes 

studying hashtags, posts, comments, and the network of interactions among users to identify 

patterns and implications of online communication. 

Social Media Communication is viewed as electronically mediated communication across any 

platforms, spaces, sites, and technologies in which users can:  

 work together in producing and compiling content;  

 perform interpersonal communication and mass communication simultaneously or 

separately – sometimes mass performance of interpersonal communication and;  

 have access to see and respond to institutionally (e.g., newspaper articles) and user-

generated content/texts. 
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Q. Social media as a communicative paradigm 

According to KhosraviNik (2014), the nature, location, and dynamics of discursive power in Social 

Media, or broadly speaking the participatory web, is fluid, changeable, and non-static. Social 

Media refers to the use of web-based and mobile technologies to turn communication into an 

interactive dialogue. Social Networking Sites (SNSs) include Facebook, Instagram, Tumblr, 

Twitter; and Instant Messaging Apps. The new communication protocol breaks away from the 

traditional clear-cut separation between producers and consumers of texts. The traditional 

unidirectional, one-to many interface of mass media is replaced with what appears to be a (potential 

for) many-to-many dynamic of discursive practice. In order to maintain discursive power, most of 

the content has been replaced by a new form of participatory communication, i.e. social media 

communication. 

Q. Trading users’ information 

Trading users’ information for advertising purposes is the most common practice which has helped 

the rise of individually targeted advertising strategies through mechanisms. To optimize this aim, 

Social Media architecture constantly works to increase the degree (in terms of amount of time, 

space, and types of activities) and intensity (more details, more multimodal, more releases of 

personal information) of ordinary users’ engagement with the platforms. This leads to creation of: 

(a) more audience for various advertising strategies – users as consumers and (b.) higher potential 

for, and precision of, targeted personalized advertising and algorithms – users as text coproducers; 

hence the more(potential for) accumulation of wealth for the corporations. Overall, as compared 

to electronic or print media, Social Media can and have provided new spaces of power for citizenry 

engagement, grass-root access, and use of symbolic resources – albeit differently in different socio-

political contexts. 

Q. 5 discourse historical strategies by Wodak 

The five discourse historical strategies by Wodak include: 

 Nomination: How actors, objects, and events are named and referred to. 

 Predication: Attributing qualities, characteristics, or features to social actors, objects, and 

events. 

 Argumentation: The construction and justification of arguments. 

 Perspectivization: Positioning the speaker's or writer's point of view. 

 Intensification and mitigation: Modifying the intensity or tone of statements. 

Q. Research description on Dawn and New York editorial 

This paper attempts to critically analyze the editorials of two renowned newspapers, namely the 

Dawn of Pakistan and The New York Times of America for the portrayal of the Army Public 

School, Peshawar attack. The aim of this work is to analyze the construction, reproduction and 

perpetuation of ideology through language used by the two newspapers. This objective was 
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accomplished drawing on the use of lexical choices and syntactic structures employed in the 

editorials. It was also seen whether a particular text deals with the issue in an overt and explicit 

manner or express things in a more implicit and covert way. The editorials selected for analysis 

were published the next day after the Army Public School attack. Selection of Newspapers The 

daily Dawn of Pakistan was selected because it was believed to be more neutral and unbiased in 

the expression of even controversial matters. On the other hand, The New York Times is a 

prominent newspaper in American settings. Qualitative research design was adopted for this paper 

to explore: How the editorials construct and portray the actors? E.g. Taliban vs. those killed and 

injured. How the same issue has been taken up by two different papers in two different cultural 

settings? The ideological square model of Van Dijk was employed as the theoretical framework 

for the study. The schema of “Us versus them” was used to identify how the Taliban are depicted 

as ‘them’ and the victims as ‘us’. This was done through the examination of the lexical choices 

and syntactic structures. Results reveal that The New York Times has dealt with the issue in a 

more impartial manner than Dawn. The attackers are clearly identified as Taliban and the ‘us’ 

sentiment is as clear as the ‘them’ sentiment. Dawn on the other hand hardly mentions the attackers 

as Taliban but often terms them as militants. The ‘us’ sentiment is more prominent here in 

comparison to ‘them’. 

Q. 5 components by Jessop 

Jessop outlines five components for examining neoliberalism, including: 

 ideology emerged 

 political project 

 economic policies  

 the form taken by a capitalist offensive against organised labour after the crisis of the post-

war mode of growth 

 specific hegemonic rise in its material practices and policies 

Q. Five content-related areas were investigated BY Wodak 

 The construction of the Homo Austriacus,  

 The narration and construction of a shared political past,  

 The discursive construction of a shared culture,  

 The discursive construction of a shared political present and future,  

 The discursive construction of a “national body” 

Q. Discursive strategies 

Discursive strategies are forms of discursive manipulation/ Intervention of reality by social actors, 

including journalists, in order to achieve a certain effect or goal. This intervention and the procured 

aim can be more or less conscious. The notion of discursive strategies helps us perceive the link 

between ‘‘source strategies’’ and media representations. 
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Important Discursive Strategies 

 Framing: the selection of an angle of the (complex) reality. 

 Positioning: involves constructing social actors into a certain relationship with others, that 

may entitle them to do certain things 

 Legitimation: consists in justifying and sanctioning a certain action or power, on the basis 

of normative or other reasons.  

 Politicization: attribution of a political nature or status to a certain reality, such as climate 

change. 

Q. comparative-synchronic analysis and a historical- diachronic analysis. 

Comparative-synchronic analysis: A comparative- synchronic analysis means looking at various 

representations of an issue at the time of the writing of one specific news text. More specifically, 

we compare one text with other representations of the issue: texts published on the same day (or 

another time unit) by different authors, both in the same news outlet and in others. The comparison 

of different media depictions of reality involves attempting to reconstitute the original events. 

Historical-diachronic Analysis: The historical-diachronic analysis takes place at two levels. At 

the first level, the historical approach involves examining the course of social matters and their 

wider political, social and economic context (Wodak et al., 1999). The historical conditions and 

the context of production of mediated discourse have to be accounted for. Bringing the 

contributions of disciplines such as political science, sociology and psychology to the analysis of 

media(ted) discourses on Islamophobia, for example, may be very productive. At a second level, 

it is important to examine the temporal evolution of media(ted) discourses and to produce a history 

of media constructions of a given social issue. 

Q. How Labor Party different from Conservative Party? 

The Labour Party and the Conservative Party differ significantly in terms of their identity and 

branding. The Labour Party places a strong emphasis on its identity and unity, particularly since 

the reforms of Blair and Brown in the mid-1990s, presenting itself as a new political brand. The 

term "Labour" can function as both a noun and a pre-nominal modifier, while "Conservative" is 

primarily an adjective that can also be a noun. The term "Conservatism" refers specifically to 

political principles rather than the party itself. Additionally, the alternative terms "Tory/Tories" 

are more commonly used by opponents of the Conservative Party. This analysis suggests that the 

Labour Party's identity is central to its strategy, distinguishing it from the more principle-focused 

identity of the Conservative Party.. 

Q. CDA from a historiographical approach needs to 

1. contextualize representations of the past in social practices \2. locate the context of production 

of historical discourse.  

3. investigate the context of reception of discourse about the past.  
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4. explore varying scales and indexical meanings of discourses about the past.  

5. consider claims to legitimacy, valuing and social distribution of discourse about the past. CDA 

studies have considered these principles when exploring contested discourses about the past. 

Q. Five principles of FCDA 

Five principles of Feminist Critical Discourse Analysis (FCDA) include: 

 The first is the ideological character of ‘gender’. Takes a critical perspective on ideologies 

as group-based socio-cognitive representations of practices in the service of power. 

 Secondly, power is a central focus in critical investigations of gender identities and 

relations. Broadly, two conceptions of power have been valuable to FCDA. 

 Thirdly, FCDA shares with CDA and feminist approaches a constitutive view of discourse. 

 Fourthly, FCDA is interested in critical reflexivity as a practice. 

 Fifthly, FCDA scholarship is considered analytical activism. 

CDS being deployed in applied linguistics:  

 studies of textbooks and school curricula,  

 school leadership and student identities 

  public-media discourse. 

Q. Define political discourse analysis 

It focuses on the ways language is used in political contexts. It examines how political actors 

construct and convey their messages, how political ideologies are embedded in language, and how 

power relations are established and maintained through discourse. PDA often involves analyzing 

speeches, debates, policies, and media coverage to understand the rhetorical strategies and the 

impact of political communication. 

Approaches of Political Discourse 

 Political discourse operates indexically 

 Interaction functions to negotiate representations 

 Recursive properties of language sub serve political interaction 

 Modal properties of language promote political interaction 

 Binary conceptualizations and political discourse 

Q. Write new directions for critical discourse analysis 

This field needs to remain “open to new forms of writing and to beware of its own linguistic 

orthodoxies”. Rees-Miller thinks that there is a lack of reciprocity between language scholars and 

other language workers. Further directions of CDS can be seen in relation to advertising, as Cook 

(2008) states: “Advertising is one of the most prominent, powerful, and ubiquitous contemporary 

uses of language. Advertising’s creative use of language makes it a particularly rich site for 
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language and discourse analysis.” Workplace discourse analysis leads us to know a lot about what 

linguists and discourse analysts think about advertising, but we know nothing about the way 

advertisers think about language themselves.   

Incorporating insights from fields like cognitive science, psychology, and sociology to deepen the 

understanding of how discourse shapes and is shaped by human cognition and social interactions. 

Analyzing new forms of communication emerging from digital media, including social media 

platforms, blogs, and multimedia content, to understand how they influence public discourse and 

social behavior. Examining how globalization and cross-cultural interactions affect discourse 

practices, leading to the emergence of new hybrid forms of communication and the negotiation of 

meaning across different cultural contexts. 

Let's address the questions with information inferred from the context of critical discourse analysis 

(CDA) and critical discourse studies (CDS): 

Q. How do we understand central notions in CDS like critique and emancipation, 

demystification and ideology, power and hegemony? 

 Critique and Emancipation: Critique in CDS involves analyzing and challenging power 

structures and ideologies embedded in discourse to uncover hidden power dynamics and 

inequalities. Emancipation refers to the process of freeing individuals and groups from 

oppressive structures and practices, often through raising awareness and promoting social 

change. 

 Demystification and Ideology: Demystification is the process of revealing the underlying 

assumptions, beliefs, and power relations that are obscured by dominant ideologies. 

Ideology refers to the systems of beliefs and values that shape how individuals perceive 

and interpret the world, often serving to legitimize and maintain existing power structures. 

 Power and Hegemony: Power in CDS is understood as the ability to influence and control 

discourse and social practices. Hegemony refers to the dominance of particular ideologies 

and discourses that become accepted as 'common sense' and shape social reality. 

Hegemonic discourses maintain power by marginalizing alternative perspectives and 

normalizing certain practices and beliefs. 

Q. Write note on covert and overt racism 

The paragraph addresses both covert and overt forms of racism: 

Covert Racism: This form of racism has become more prevalent, especially in Western societies 

where direct expressions of prejudice are culturally unacceptable. Inclusive-sounding keywords 

like multiculturalism and diversity are used to mask racial differences while still reinforcing them 

indirectly. Covert racism is pervasive and defended as part of democratic values. It includes subtle 

practices such as linguistic monitoring that uphold norms and marginalize others without direct 

accusations or denials. This indirect racism still perpetuates privilege and stigmatizes certain 

groups through normalized practices and ideologies. 
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Overt Racism: In contrast, overt racism is associated with direct expressions of prejudice, such 

as slurs or generalizations about particular groups. It is linked to individual ignorance and 

backwardness, resulting in obvious, stereotypical beliefs about certain groups. Overt racism is 

more easily recognized and criticized, but the paragraph emphasizes the need to address the less 

visible, systemic forms of racism that continue to operate beneath the surface.  

Q. Jessop has outlined 5 approaches examining neoliberalism 

Jessop's five approaches to examining neoliberalism include: 

 Economic restructuring. 

 Political reorganization. 

 Social policy changes. 

 Ideological shifts. 

 Globalization impacts. 

Q. Multimodal Critical Discourse Analysis (MCDA) 

an approach useful for critically examining reality TV and how it can provoke feelings. This 

methodology is based on the collections of methods called Multimodal Critical Discourse Analysis 

(MCDA) theorizing on discourse as recontextualized social practice. A basic assumption is to view 

actions and artefacts used in communication as semiotic resources. This approach focuses on how 

reality TV can reproduce ideologies detailed analyses of how all the involved semiotic resources 

(talk, music, audio effects, graphics, camera work, editing, etc.) are combined to portray 

participants and their actions is necessary. 

Q. De-constructivist and Constructivist turn 

Luke (1995) emphasized on the potential of CDA to operate both de-constructively and 

constructively. In their deconstructive turn, analysts illustrate how systematic asymmetries of 

power and resources between speakers and listeners can be linked to the production and 

reproduction of political and economic interests. In its constructive turn, CDA sets out to “generate 

agency among students, teachers and others by giving them the tools to see how texts position 

them and generate the very relations of institutional power at work in classrooms, staff rooms and 

policy”. 

Q. Meta-discourse 

Meta-discourse refers to the linguistic devices used to organize and structure a text, guiding the 

reader through the argument. It includes markers like transitions, hedges, emphatics, and 

engagement elements that help clarify the writer's intentions and the structure of the discourse. 

(this much answer would also be enough) 

The term meta-discourse was first coined by the linguist Zellig Harris ( 1959 ) to describe the 

way in which a writer or speaker tries to guide their audience’s perception of their text (Hyland, 
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2005). According to Hyland (1998), meta-discourse includes interactive rhetorical features which 

reflect the writer’s awareness of their audience, its interests and expectations and interactional 

rhetorical features which include the ways in which authors convey judgements and align 

themselves with their readers (Hyland 2005).  

Interactive meta-discourse resources further guide the readers how to understand ways of 

expressing relations between clauses, the stages of the text, information that is in other parts of the 

text, information that has been drawn from other texts and ways of elaborating on meanings in the 

text (Paltridge, 2002).  

Interactional metadiscourse resources further include the ways in which writers express their 

stance towards what they are saying as well as how they explicitly engage with or address their 

readers in their texts (Hyland, 2005). 

Q. Stance and Engagement 

Stance is the ways in which writers present themselves and convey their judgements, opinions and 

commitments to their own and other people’s work. In doing this, a writer may either ‘intrude to 

stamp their personal authority onto their arguments, or step back and disguise their involvement’.  

Engagement is the strategy writers use to acknowledge and recognize the presence of their 

readers, ‘pulling them along with their argument, focusing their attention, acknowledging their 

uncertainties, including them as discourse participants and guiding them to interpretations’ 

Q. Write Note on CDA Films 

Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) of films involves examining how films use language, visuals, 

and narrative techniques to convey messages and ideologies. It explores the portrayal of characters, 

themes, and social issues, and how these elements influence audience perceptions and reinforce or 

challenge societal norms. (this much answer would also be enough) 

For film analysis, both written and spoken language are focused. Even apparently spontaneous 

spoken language, with all its ‘paraverbal’ dimensions of performance and social, regional and 

ethnic variation, becomes in the context of film just another representational resource. Such 

language choices can then naturally be seen as targets of CDA. According to Androutsopoulos 

(2012), the employment of code switching in films depicting ethnically diverse situations and 

several similar phenomena have all received critical consideration. The ‘filmic’ construction of a 

broad range of social groups has been addressed. 

Q. Modes of Class (Five Categories) 

This model, in a constant state of revision, consists of five general categories which are then 

subdivided into dimensions as follows:  
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 Economic resources Property: land and housing Property: other material possessions, such 

as electronic goods, clothing, books, art, etc. Income: salary and wages Accumulated 

wealth: savings and investments  

 Sociocultural resources Occupation: manual labour, unskilled service jobs, low-level 

information-based jobs, professional labour, etc. Education: level of formal education 

attained and the corresponding cultural capital acquired. Technological knowhow: 

familiarity and ability to use evolving technologies.  

 Behaviour Consumption patterns: choice of shops, buying brands or not, 

ecological/organic consumption, etc. Symbolic behaviour (e.g., how one moves one’s 

body, the clothes one wears, the way one speaks, how one eats) Pastimes: golfing, skiing, 

cockfighting, watching television  

 Life conditions Political life: one’s relative position in hierarchies of power in society 

Quality of life: in terms of physical and psychological comfort and health Type of 

neighbourhood: a working class neighbourhood, a middle class neighbourhood, an area in 

the process of gentrification  

 Spatial conditions Mobility: physical movement (from highly local to global) Proximity to 

other people during a range of day-to-day activities Dimensions and size of space occupied: 

layout of dwelling or place of work, size of bedroom, size of office, etc. Type of dwelling: 

trailer, house, flat (studio, small, large), etc. 

Q. Importance of Journalistic Media 

Journalistic media play a crucial role in informing the public, shaping public opinion, holding 

power to account, and providing a platform for public discourse. They contribute to transparency, 

democracy, and social awareness by reporting on current events, issues, and diverse perspectives. 

Media discourse has not yet been examined in detail in this way. Besides tracing the history of 

public issues (the sequence of texts appearing in the media and the evolution of their meaning), a 

time-sensitive discourse analysis also means considering the particular context of a given period, 

from specific events and developments related to the issue under examination to wider aspects of 

the social environment. 

Q. What is Race with example? 

Race is a social construct that categorizes people based on physical characteristics like skin color, 

facial features, and hair texture. It has no biological basis but has significant social implications, 

often leading to systemic inequalities and discrimination. For example, the concept of "Black" and 

"White" races in the United States. 

Race and racism can be important sites of theoretical and practical intervention for a critical 

project invested in highlighting how discursive practices (re)create social inequalities. Research 

on both institutional and everyday contexts reveals patterned ways in which speakers index and 
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reproduce ideologies about different groups. Some of these include: Essentializing discursive 

moves. Strategic use of narratives “us” versus “them” polarizations. 

Q. Textbook Production Practices includes the following specifics:  

 Curriculum: Each of the 16 federal states in Germany has its own education system, 

including its own curricula. His research shows that content is being controlled while 

textbook production. Because curricula in Germany are currently, as in much of the world, 

orienting away from required content and towards required competencies.  

 Secondly, most federal states in Germany require textbooks for politics to go through a 

formal approval process, including anonymized reviews from teachers and a final review 

from the federal state’s Ministry of Education. 

 Thirdly, publishing houses follow previous versions of the books during textbook 

production, i.e. in the production of Politics I, 70% of the material was to be taken from 

previous versions. For the remaining 30% they could write their own texts and select their 

own materials. The authors’ task was primarily to select content from other books and 

adapt it for their state curricular guidelines, i.e., to put the pages in a new order to meet the 

curriculum topics, reformulate tasks and headings, update out-of-date information, etc.  

 Fourth step in the textbook production is: Out-sourcing which means the book’s editor was 

self employed. He was not paid for his hours, but received a fixed sum for finalizing Politics 

I. Outsourcing editing goes hand in hand with other cost-cutting initiatives and expectations 

of increased efficiency. 

Q. Five Categories of the Model of Class 

 Economic class 

 Social class 

 Cultural capital 

 Political class 

 Symbolic power 

Q. Principles of Female Critical Discourse Analysis (FCDA) 

The five interrelated principles of FCDA include: 

 The ideological character of ‘gender’ 

 Power as a central focus 

 A constitutive view of discourse 

 Critical reflexivity as a practice 

 FCDA as analytical activism 

Q. Five general categories by Savage et al./ five general categories which are then subdivided 

into dimensions as follows: 
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 Economic resources 

 Sociocultural resources 

 Behaviour 

 Life conditions 

 Spatial conditions 

Q. Halliday and Webster (2014) illustrate the analysis of texts using:  

 Analysis of the linguistic elements that express experience of the world and of our own 

consciousness. They used Process, and Participant and Circumstances analysis which are 

the main components of the transitivity system enable us to organize, represent and 

understand our perceptions of the world. They form what is known as the ideational 

component. 

 Analysis of the linguistic elements that express roles, attitudes, demands and social & 

personal relations including mood, modality, appraisal, politeness. This interpersonal 

component is seen as ‘acting out social relationships’.  

 Analysis of the linguistic elements that serve to construct cohesive and coherent chunks of 

language in use including means of reference, rhetorical structure theory and thematic 

structure. This is known as the textual component. 
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Q. Write a note on contested past and CDA. Limit your answer 4 to 5 lines 

A contested past refers to historical events that are interpreted differently by various social groups. 

Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) examines how such pasts are represented, justified, or silenced 

through language. CDA reveals how power, ideology, and identity influence historical narratives. 

It helps uncover whose version of history becomes dominant and why others are marginalized. 

Q. Approaches of Neoliberalism 

 First approach is about the examination of how its ideology emerged (e.g. the discussion of 

Hayek) during the 1940s that was dismissed by mainstream economists at the time as being on 

the fringe, only to achieve hegemonic status in the 1970s during the worldwide economic 

crisis. 

 Second approach explores neoliberalism as a political project or even “a style of politics 

characterised by market-centrism, conviction politics and an authoritarian populism. 

 third approach that views neoliberalism through the lens of an economic framework in its 

specifically economic policies purportedly designed to increase competition and spread 

market forces both locally and globally. 

 Fourth approach interprets neoliberalism as “the form taken by a capitalist offensive against 

organised labour after the crisis of the post-war mode of growth. 
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 Fifth approach situates neoliberalism and its specific hegemonic rise in its material practices 

and policies starting in the 1970s that is characterized by the “advance of globalisation based 

on free trade, transnational production, and the free movement of financial capital”. 

Q. Blanks Concept research in CDA (three, I, Fairclough's hyperbole, ideologies) 

1. hyperbole is the most used rhetorical device.  

2. "I” was used to show assertion and authority.  

3 .  

 compare three different Pakistani news channel  

 three dimensional model of the analysis of text 

 The advertisements were collected from 3 Dawn English magazines and 3 Mag 

English magazines over a period of three months. 

4. 

 This research has explicated the ideological constructions through Fairclough’s framework 

for critical discourse analysis  

 The analysis of newspaper text has been done by adopting Fairclough & Wodak model.  

 Norman Fairclough were selected to look closely into the text 

 The three-dimensional (Fairclough) model of the analysis of the text. 

 5. 

 To find out the impact of headlines in construction and propagation of ideologies. 

 Pakistani news headlines are infused with varying ideologies and power relations. 
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